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I.  PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Educational Background
Ph.D. in Folklore and Folklife, University of Pennsylvania, 1983.  

Dissertation: "Theatre of the Streets: Parades and Ceremonies in Philadelphia, 1800-1850."

M.A. in American Folk Culture, Cooperstown Graduate Programs, State University College at Oneonta, New York, 1980.  Thesis: "The Utica Project," a folklore and oral history documentation project.

B.A. in American Civilization magna cum laude, University of Pennsylvania, 1976. 

Academic  Experience
         2007-

Professor, Communication


Professor, Graduate School of Library and Information Science

2001-

Research Professor, Institute of Communications Research



Professor, Media Studies



Professor, Graduate School of Library and Information Science



University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana

1998

Coe Visiting Distinguished Professor of American Studies,



University of Wyoming, Laramie (Fall)

1997-2001

Professor, Department of Communication,



University of California, San Diego

1987-97

Associate Professor, Department of Communication, 



University of California, San Diego.

1986-87 

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Performance Studies, 



Tisch School of the Arts, New York University

1983-87

Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, 



University of California, San Diego.

Significant Honors

2008-09

Arnold O. Beckman Award, University of Illinois

1998  

Coe Visiting Distinguished Professor of American Studies




University of Wyoming, Laramie (Fall)

1994  

Fellowship, University of California Humanities Institute, 

Reinventing Nature Initiative, Winter-Spring, 1994

1991-92   
Fellowship, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, 

for "The Spectacle of Nature”
Invited Lectures and Invited Conference Presentations (Since 7/1/97)
2007
"Ben Botkin's FBI file" paper presented at the annual meeting of the American folklore Society (panel on folklorists and the FBI, organizer Michael Taft, Library of Congress) Québec city, Canada, October 19, 2007.

"Wise fools, foolish virgins and dirty tricksters: Gershon Legman and American folk humor," Bruce Buckley Annual Memorial lecture, Cooperstown graduate program, Cooperstown New York, April 19, 2007.

2005
Comment on James Hay, "Governing the Free Range City," Unit for Interpretation and Criticism, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, April 11.

“Theme Park as Museum,” guest lecture, Seminar on Critical Museum Issues, Department of Anthropology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, April.

2004
"Marginal Cultural Producers," presentation to Graduate Proseminar, Institute for Communication Research, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, February 25.

Chair and comment, open forum on "The War in Iraq, One Year Later," organized by the Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, March 18.

"Historical Method and Biography: Marginal Cultural Producers," presentation to Graduate Seminar In Research Methods, Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, April 9.

"Protest in the Spectacular City since September, 2001: The Popular Uses of Corporate Space," invited lecture as part of "Tour-Ismes, Critical Itineraries" conference cycle organized as part of The Forum Barcelona 2004, Antoni Tapies Foundation (Fundacio Antoni Tapies), Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, October 1.

2003
Panelist, open forum on "Fieldwork", organized by the Illinois Program For Research In the Humanities. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Spring.

"Eros Meets Civilization: Gershon Legman Confronts the Post Office," paper presented to the American Studies Working Group, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, May.

"Go Away a Little Closer: Reflections on a Suspect Subject," presentation to American Folklore Society Annual Meetings, panel on "Suspect Subjects: Ambivalence and Identification In Folklore Research.” (Panel chair) Albuquerque, New Mexico, October.

2002
Chair and discussant, panel on "The Popular Culture of Imperialism," History Department, University of Illinois, November.

2001
"Is Corporate Funding Good for the Environmental Movement?"  Invited lecture, Evergreen State 

University, Olympia, Washington. April.

"The Bridge, The Barrio and Museum," invited plenary lecture, annual conference on Ritual and Popular Culture, Department of Popular Culture, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green Ohio, June 3.

2000
“Missing Histories: Public History and Vernacular Memory in Southern California,” presentation to the Institute of Communication Research and Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, March.

"Missing Histories: Public History and Vernacular Memory in Southern California,” paper presented to American Folklore Society Annual Meetings, Columbus, Ohio.  October.

"Building Landscapes for Tourism in Southern California," invited public presentation, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, coordinated with major exhibit on the commercial art of California. November.

1999
"Routine Surprises," lecture to program in Science and Technology Studies, University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, California,  March 15.  

"Environment and Tourism," invited presentation on Environmental Tourism, Society for Environmental History, Tuscon, Arizona, April 14-17. (Organizer: Marguerite Shaffer)

"Teaching Environmental Studies," invited lecture, coordinated with the University of California Tanner Lectures, UC Davis, May 10. (Organizer: Alan Taylor)

Panel Chair's presentation and commentary, "Racialized Space in Post-World War II Los Angeles,” conference on Unimagined Futures, Stanford University, May 21. (Organizer: Richard White)

“Commons Under Pressure," panel on the Future of the Commons, American Folklore Society Annual Meetings, Memphis, Tennessee, October 22. (Organizer: Mary Hufford)

"Suburbanism as a Way of Knowing," invited workshop presentation, Social Science History Association, Fort Worth, Texas, November 18. (Organizer: Harvey Graff)

1998 
"The Place Business: Tourism in Southern California," Orange Empires Conference, The Huntington Library, San Marino, California, February 28.

"Routine Surprises: Creating Animal Performances," Scripps Institute of Oceanography, La Jolla, California, March 9.

"Spectacular Animals: Commercializing Nature at Sea World," Department of American Studies, University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming,  April 20.

"Spectacular Nature," public lecture sponsored by the Departments of Communication and American Studies, Colorado University at Boulder, October 28.

"From Legoland to Barrioland: Heritage, History and Ethnicity in Northern San Diego County," presentation to the annual meeting of the American Studies Association, panel on "Becoming a Tourist Attraction: Perspectives from the Toured."  (Panel organizer and chair).  Seattle, Washington, November 20.

"Spectacular Nature," public lecture sponsored by the Department of American Studies, University of Wyoming, December 4.

1997
"Wild at the Mall,"  Conference on Learning from the Mall of America, Weissman Art Museum and the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, November 22

Grants Received (Since 7/1/97)

UCSD Committee on Research, "Presenting the Past Through the Built Environment: San Diego" Awarded for the 1997-98 academic year, $6550.00 for research assistance.
University of Illinois Research Board, "Gershon Legman, A Profile."  Awarded for the 2002-2003 academic year, $9,757.00 for travel, research assistance and materials collection.

University of Illinois Research Board, "Gershon Legman, A Profile."  Awarded for the 2003-2004 academic year, $13,093.00 for travel, research assistance and materials collection.

University of Illinois Research Board, Humanities Release Time, Arnold O. Beckman Award.  Spring, 2009.

Editorial Boards (Since 7/1/97)


Western Folklore  (1996 - 2000)


Tourist Studies  (2000 - 2004)


Journal of American Folklore (2005- )

Offices in Professional Societies (Since 7/1/97)


Member, National Council of the American Studies Association (elected office), 2000-2003.

II. PUBLICATIONS AND CREATIVE WORKS
# = derived from Ph.D. dissertation

* = stringent peer review

+ = invited, special recognition

Books

Spectacular Nature: Corporate Culture and the Sea World Experience. University of California Press, 1997.  Simultaneous paper and hard cover editions. *

Parades and Power: Street Theatre in Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia, Temple University Press, 1986. Paper edition, University of California Press, 1988. #*
Chapters in Books

“Parades and Demonstrations” (encyclopedia article)  Oxford Encyclopedia of American Social and Cultural History ed.  Lynn Dumenil, Oxford University Press,  New York and Oxford, 2011 (forthcoming).
"Eros meets Civilization: Gershon Legman Confronts the Post Office," in Alexander Cockburn and Jeffrey St. Clair, eds., Serpents in the Garden: Liaisons of Sex and Culture, AK Press, Oakland, 2004.

"Space Jam: Media Conglomerates Build the Entertainment City," in Gail Dines and Jean Humetz, eds. Gender, Race, and Class in Media: A Text-Reader, Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications, 2003. +

 “Tourism and Leisure,” in Jean-Christophe Agnew, ed., Blackwell’s Companion to American Cultural History,  Blackwell Publishering, Oxford, 2002. *+

"Shopping," in Richard Maxwell, ed., Culture Works: Studies in the Political Economy of Culture, University of Minnesota Press, 2002. *+

"R & D for Social Life: Entertainment Retail and the City" in Philippe Vergne, ed., Let's Entertain, The Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, MN, January, 2000. *+

"Touch the Magic" in William Cronon, ed., Uncommon Ground, W. W. Norton, 1995. *+

"Street Theatre in Nineteenth-Century America," in Raymond A. Mohl, ed., The Making of Urban America, Scholarly Resources, l987. #*+

"The Career of Colonel Pluck," reprinted in Robert B. St. George, ed. Material Life in America, 1600-1860, Cambridge: Northeastern University Press, 1988. *#

"'Making Night Hideous,'" reprinted in Gary B. Nash and Cynthia Shelton, eds., The Private Side of American History, San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1987. *

"The Popular Uses of Public Space in Philadelphia, 1800-1850," in Vincent Mosco and Janet Wasko, eds., Critical Communications Review Volume III:  Popular Culture and Media Events, Ablex Publishing Corporation, 1985. *#+

Articles in Journals


"Ben Botkin's FBI File," Journal of American Folklore,  Vol. 123, No. 489 (Spring 2010).*+
"Wise Fools, Foolish Virgins and Dirty Tricksters: Gershon Legman and American Folk Humor," Voices, The Journal of the New York Folklore Society, Volume 34 (Spring-Summer 2008).+
“Proverbial Wisdom: Every Dog Shall Have Its Day,” Qualitative Inquiry, Vol. 9., no. 5, (October 2003): 822-827. +
"Space Jam: Media Conglomerates Build the Entertainment City," European Journal of Communication Vol. 14 no. 4 (Fall, 1999):435-459. *

"Landscapes of Imagination: Tourism in Southern California," Pacific Historical Review, special issue, Orange Empires, on comparative urban history, Vol. 68 no. 2 (May 1999):173-192. *+

 “The Theme Park: Global Industry and Cultural Form," Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 18 no. 3 (July, 1996):399-422. *

"Set Your Mood to Patriotic": History as Televised Special Event," Radical History Review 42  (October, 1988):122-143. *

"Strike Parades and the Politics of Representing Class in Antebellum Philadelphia," Drama Review, Vol. 29, no. 3 (Fall, 1985):106-116. *#+

"The Career of Colonel Pluck: Folk Drama and Popular Protest in Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia," Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Volume CIX, No.2 (April, 1985):179-202. *#+

"Researching Parade and Festival Traditions," Pennsylvania Oral History Newsletter, Vol.3, no.1 (1983) (n.p.). 

"'Making Night Hideous': Christmas Revelry and Public Order in Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia," American Quarterly, Vol. 34, no.2 (1982):185-199. *

"Old-Fashioned Polish Weddings in Utica, New York," New York Folklore, vol.4 (1978):80-102.*

"Utica's Polka Tradition," New York Folklore, vol. 4 (1978):103-124. *

"Women's Roles in a Company Town: New York Mills, New York, 1900-1950," New York Folklore, vol.4 (1978):35-47. *

Book Reviews

Review Essay  Listening is an Act of Love,  by David Isay.  With Nancy Abelman, Cara Finnegan and Peggy Miller. Oral History Review 2009

Review of Richard Foglesong, Married to the Mouse: Walt Disney World and Orlando, Harvard 


Business Review, (Fall, 2001).


Review of Hal K. Rothman, Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Century West, Journal of 


American History, (December, 1999).


Review of Simon Newman, Parades and the Politics of the Street, William and Mary Quarterly, 


(June 1998).


Review of Leigh Eric Schmidt, Consumer Rites: The Buying and Selling of American Holidays, 


Annals of the American Association of Political and Social Science, (March 1998).


Review of Sharon Zukin, Landscapes of Power: From Detroit to Disney World, Journal of 


American Folklore   (1993).


Review of Elihu Katz and Daniel Dayan, Media Events: The Broadcasting of History,  Library 


Quarterly  (1992)


Review of Judith Adams, The American Amusement Park Industry, Technology and Culture, 


(1992).


Review of Billy G. Smith The Lower Sort: Philadelphia's Laboring People, 1750-1800,  


Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography,  (1992).


Review Essay:  Wilbur Zelinsky, Nation Into State, and Michele Bogart, Public Sculpture and the 


Civic Ideal in New York City, 1890-1930, Social History (1991).


Review of John D. Dorst, The Written Suburb: An American Site, an Ethnographic Dilemma, 


Journal of American Folklore  (1991).


"Review Essay: Storytelling Rights," Oral History Review, (Fall, 1988). *+


Review of Jan H. Brunvand, The Mexican Pet, Urban Resources (Spring, l988).


Review of Gerald M. Sider, Culture and Class in Anthropology and History: A Newfoundland 


Illustration, Labour/Le Travail, (Spring, l988). 


Review of Regina Bendix, Progress and Nostalgia: Silvesterklaussen in Urnausch, Switzerland, 


Journal of American Folklore, (Summer, l987).

Popular and Journalistic Writings


"A Visit to the Kinsey Archive," CounterPunch, February, 2003.  Reprinted in Film Maker 


Magazine, Fall, 2005.

“The Dead Hand of Disney,” In These Times 29(10), June 12 / 13, 2004.

“Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban,” CounterPunch, June 12 / 13, 2004.


“Ronald Reagan, 1911-2004 In a Nutshell,” CounterPunch, June 5 / 6, 2004.

“Disorderly Conduct as Fine Art,” CounterPunch, May 8 / 9, 2004.


“The Birdwatcher Menace,” CounterPunch, January 24 / 5, 2004..

“Dangerous Books,” CounterPunch, January 10 / 11, 2004.

“Lord of the (Cash Register) Rings,” CounterPunch, December 27 / 28, 2003.


“Alan Rudolph's "The Secret Lives of Dentists",” CounterPunch, December 13 / 14, 
2003.

“A Review of Disney's Pirates of the Caribbean,” CounterPunch, December 6 / 7, 
2003.


“Framing the Friedmans,” CounterPunch, November 29/30, 2003.

“Northfork, an Accidental Review,” CounterPunch, August 30, 2003.


“Harmonies, Old and New,” Anderson Valley Advertiser, July 16, 2003.


“The Hands of the Cook,” CounterPunch, May 31, 2003.

“The New York Times and the Peace Movement,” CounterPunch, April 9, 2003.

“Now, About That Big Stick,” CounterPunch, November 23, 2002.


“Right Place, Wrong Time,” CounterPunch, November 2, 2002.

"Eros meets Civilization: Gershon Legman Confronts the Post Office," CounterPunch, Vol.  9, 


Nos. 18-19, October, 2002.


“Red!,” CounterPunch, October 12, 2002.

“Neighborhood Watch,”  CounterPunch, September 7, 2002.


“The Scarlet Professor,” CounterPunch, September 1-15, 2002.

“Clogs, Up and Down,” CounterPunch, August 24, 2002.


“Played Out, A Journey to Central City, Colorado,” CounterPunch, August 13/19, 
2002.



“Fat Americans,” CounterPunch, August 3, 2002.


“Night of the Living Dead or, How to Read The Nation,” CounterPunch, June 8/9, 
2002.

"Killing Carmel Mountain," in CounterPunch, May, 2001.

“Plastic Greens, part two,” Anderson Valley Advertiser, September 20, 2000.


“A Noxious Species: Plastic Greens,” Anderson Valley Advertiser, July 26, 2000.

"Back to the Future," review of Andrew Ross, The Celebration Chronicles, and Douglas Frantz 


and Catherine Collins, Celebration, USA, San Diego Union-Tribune, Sunday Books (September 


26, 1999).


"Place Value," Review of William Leach, Country of Exiles: The Destruction of Place in 


American Life, San Diego Union-Tribune  Sunday Books, (June 13, 1999).


"Corporate Affairs," Review of Roland Marchand, Creating the Corporate Soul, and William L. 


Bird Better Living, San Diego Union-Tribune Sunday Books, (January 31, 1999).


"Show Time!" Review of Neal Gabler, Life: The Movie, San Diego Union-Tribune Sunday 


Books, (November, 1998).


"The Mouse is Mighty Hungry," (review of Carl Hiassen, Team Rodent: How Disney Devours 


America) San Diego Union-Tribune Sunday Books, (June 21, 1998).

"Mall of America," San Diego Union-Tribune, April, 1998. +
"L'Espace Publique Perverti par les "Loisirs,"" Le Monde Diplomatique, (January, 1998). (Also published and circulated in Italian, German, Spanish, Portuguese and Japanese).

Review of Roy Rosenzweig and Betsy Blackmar, The Park and The People, The Nation, (October, 


1992).


Review Essay: "Streets Too Dead For Dreamin'," (Review of Michael Sorkin, ed. Variations on a 


Theme Park and Alexander Wilson The Culture of Nature), The Nation, (September, 1992).


“Parades Create Sensations of Solidarity," Editorial, Baltimore Sun Sunday edition, (May 16, 


1991).

Miscellaneous

"Selling Safety: Ellen Seiter and Susan Davis in Conversation," Framework: The Journal of Cinema and Media, Fall, 1999, p. 7-15 (invited interview). +

Current Work in Progress
An Uncensored Life: Gershon Legman and the Folklore of Sex.  Traces the life of the autodidact scholar, editor, folklorist and free-speech, free-love polemicist (1917-1999).  Based on extensive primary documents, government hearing transcripts, personal interviews with colleagues and family, his folklore collections and letters.  The first full-length treatment of the long career of the author of The Rationale of the Dirty Joke, and many other important mid-century works on erotic and obscene folklore. 

III: OTHER SCHOLARLY AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES
Manuscripts Reviewed

American Quarterly  

Journal of American History

Radical History Review
Critical Studies in Mass Communication 

The Communication Review

Environment and Organization

Pacific Historical Review

Television and New Media

Journal of American Folklore

University of Minnesota Press 

Institute for Early American History and Culture

University of Chicago Press 

Temple University Press

University Press of Virginia

Cambridge University Press

University of Pennsylvania Press

Routledge

University of California Press

Polity Press

Palgrave McMillan

Campus Service


2009-2011
Fellowship Board of the Graduate College, Arts and Humanities 




Panel

2006-2009
Center for Advanced Study/Miller Lectures Series, Advisory Board

2006-2010 
Senator, Urbana Champaign Campus Faculty Senate
2003-2005

Advisory Board, Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities



Fellowships Committee

2002 -2005
  
Executive Board, Center for Democracy in a Multicultural Society 

Chair, Faculty Fellowships Committee

Search Committee


College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Service

2009-

Committee on Alleged Capricious Grading
College of Communications Service

2003-2005

Special Committee on Tenure and Promotion

2002-2003

Library Committee


Departmental Service (Communication):

2011-12
Colloquium Committee

2011-12
Advisory Committee

2010-11
Chair, Committee on  Alleged Capricious Grading
2009-10  
Committee on Awards
              2009-11           Committee on  Alleged Capricious Grading

Departmental Service (ICR):

2007              

Director of Graduate Studies

2006-2007

Advisory Committee

2005-2006      

Program Review Committee

2002 -2006 

Affirmative-Action Officer

2003-2006  

Unit Leader, Campus Charitable Fund

2003-2004

Special Committee on Faculty Mentoring

Scholarship and Public Communication


Editor, IPRH Blog, 2011-2012

University of Illinois YMCA Friday Forum, public lecture on “The Anti-War Movement and the Mass Media,” Spring, 2003.

Television documentary appearance, The History Channel. 1998. “Modern Marvels” series on aquariums and theme parks.

Television appearance, “Frontline.” 1997. “A Whale of a Business,” on the commercial exploitation of marine mammals.


Resident Scholar, California Social Science History Project, San Diego, July, 1996.  (Two lectures and extensive research consultation in a week-long seminar for high school teachers.) 


Correspondent, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, "Prime Time" (weekday prime time magazine program heard nationwide). 1991-92. Programs focused on popular culture and communication industries.  Topics of twenty minute interview format shows include: Gulf War Victory Parades, The Rose Bowl Parade, Disney Industries and Disney Architecture, Nature on Television, Zoos and Animal Parks, The Superbowl Game.  Executive producer, Neil Sandell. 


Consulting Scholar, Brooklyn Historical Society, Brooklyn, NY Exhibits on 19th century urban culture and history, 1990-94.


President's Committee on the State of the Profession, American Folklore Society, 1988-1991.


Plenary Session Organizer and Chair, American Folklore Society Centennial Meetings, 1989.


Visting Scholar: Folklorist in Residence.  Cottonwood Gulch Foundation, Thoreau, NM.  July-August, 1987. Consulted on oral history and folklore research projects at  non-profit educational foundation specializing in  anthropology,  archaeology and natural history.  

Teaching


Undergraduate:


Introduction to Communication


Introduction to Communication and Culture


Folklore as Communication


Folklore, Myth and Mass Media


Work, Culture and Communication


From Ritual to Spectacle


Labor and Industrial Folklore


Practicum in Oral History


Popular Music


Tourism: Global Industry and Cultural Form


Nature and the Environment in Popular Culture


The Disney Industries: How to Study a Media Conglomerate


History, Memory and Popular Culture


Popular Culture


The 1950s: Rebellion and Resistance in American Culture


Oral Narrative


Graduate:


Narrative in Interdisciplinary Perspective


Qualitative Research Methods


Ethnographic Methods in Communication Studies


Writing for Dissertation Students


Communication and Cultural Theory


The Performance of History


Folk and Vernacular Performance


Vernacular and Popular Culture


The Cultures of Consumption 


Folklore and the Problem of Tradition


Space, Place and New Media

